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CITY OF HAMILTON HOCKEY SURVEY SUMMARY 

Total respondents: We received 36% (2697/7600 people) response rate to our survey.  

1. Do you live in Hamilton? 

Do you live in the 'Greater' City of Hamilton? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 92.4% 2491 

No 7.6% 206 

answered question 2697 

 

The original structure of the City of Hamilton was Wards 1-8 referred to as the ‘Old City’. 

After amalgamation when the City of Hamilton added 7 new Wards (Wards 9-15). The 

intention was to gauge the number of participants that reside both inside the current City 

of Hamilton boundaries and the participants’ who live outside the boundaries.  

The results indicated that 92.4% of respondents resided in the City of Hamilton. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. What is your postal code? 

Used to help populate demographic information and Environics data analysis.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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3. What City of Hamilton Ward do you reside in? 

What City of Hamilton Ward do you reside in? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Ward 1 -  Chedoke-Cootes area 4.3% 116 

Ward 2 - Downtown area 1.2% 33 

Ward 3 - Hamilton Centre area 2.3% 63 

Ward 4 -  East Hamilton area 4.8% 130 

Ward 5 -  Redhill area  3.2% 85 

Ward 6 - East Mountain area 8.1% 218 

Ward 7 -  Central Mountain area 7.8% 211 

Ward 8 - West Mountain area 8.9% 239 

Ward 9 -  Heritage / Stoney Creek area 4.3% 115 

Ward 10 - Stoney Creek area  5.7% 153 

Ward 11 -  Glanbrook, Stoney Creek and Winona 
area 

11.2% 303 

Ward 12 -  Ancaster area 9.7% 261 

Ward 13 -  Dundas area 6.5% 176 

Ward 14 -  Wentworth area  2.0% 55 

Ward 15 -  Flamborough area 14.8% 399 

Not sure what ward I live in 1.1% 29 

I do not live in the Greater Hamilton area 4.1% 111 

answered question 2697 

 

The question about the City of Hamilton Ward that our participants reside. Looking at 

the breakdown of Wards 1-8 a total of 1095 came from this area. The area that has 

Wards 9-15 had 1602 residents. These totals do include the girl’s hockey participants. 

 

In the city of Hamilton, minor hockey organizations are governed by either the Ontario 

Minor Hockey Association (OMHA) or the Alliance Hockey. Membership in either 

governing body is based on pre amalgamation townships and can be loosely depicted 

as such: Wards 1-8 (Alliance) 1095 respondents, Wards 9-15 (OMHA) 1602 

respondents. This represents a fairly even split but slightly higher number of responses 

coming from OMHA members.  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The GAME.  

4. Why do you participate in the sport?  

Why do you participate in the sport?  

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

 Fun to play 86.3% 2216 

Good form of physical fitness 78.8% 2024 

I like the social interaction with my friends 71.0% 1823 

I like the competitiveness of the sport 71.6% 1838 

A pathway to higher education 24.3% 624 

I want to be a professional player 12.6% 323 

answered question 2567 

 

We asked this question because often we will hear from people that the game is not fun 

anymore. The response of 86.3% confirms that playing for FUN is still a very large 

response. Fitness, Social and liking the Competitiveness associated with the game 

were very high responses.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

5. How long have you participated in the hockey? 

How long have you participated in hockey? 

Answer Options 
Response 

Percent 
Response 

Count 

Less than 1 year 3.3% 84 

1-2 years 4.9% 127 

3-5 years 22.4% 576 

6 - 9 years 30.0% 770 

10+ years 39.3% 1010 

answered question 2567 

       

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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6. What is your participation role within your Association?  

 

What is your participation role within your Association?  

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Player 15.8% 405 

Team Rep (Coach, Trainer or Manager) 26.1% 671 

Association Executive 3.7% 95 

Parent 54.4% 1396 

answered question 2567 

 

 

The majority of people responding were the parents and to see 54.4% response level 

was not unexpected. You might also group adult responses in the Team Rep and 

Association Executive into the parent response as well.  

 

Again this survey illustrates that the most concerned with the current state of hockey are 

the parents and for the most part those that are directly dealing with the various issues 

identified in preliminary meetings (costs, structure, choice etc.)  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

7. What best describes your description of your level of participation in your 
organization? 
 

Select the answer that best describes your level of participation in your organization. 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

House League/Recreational Hockey 31.7% 813 

AE/Select 17.3% 444 

Representative/Competitive 51.0% 1310 

answered question 2567 

 
We currently have three levels of hockey in Hamilton 51% of the responses came from 
Rep or Competitive levels.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
8. What are your thoughts associated with the costs of participating in hockey in the 

City of Hamilton? 

What are your thoughts associated with the costs of participating in hockey in the City 
of Hamilton? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

The cost of participating in competitive/Travel 
Hockey is too high. 

40.9% 1049 

The cost of participating in Recreational 
League/House League/IP Programs is too high. 

14.9% 383 

I feel the costs associated with participating in 
hockey is appropriate. 

44.2% 1135 

If costs are too high what do you perceive to be the biggest 
component of the cost to play hockey? 

1012 

answered question 2567 

 

Interesting comment and response. We often get told by players and parents that the 
costs are too high to play hockey. 44% responded that the felt the costs were 
appropriate. The response for Travel Hockey was around 41%. 
 
If costs were deemed to be too high, the largest volume of comments were associated 
with cost or rental ice. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

9.  Are you aware of programs in the City of Hamilton that can assist with registration 
costs? 
 

Are you aware of programs in the City of Hamilton that can assist with registration 
costs? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

yes 37.4% 958 

No 62.6% 1603 

answered question 2561 

 
We asked this question to see if the public knew that there were potential opportunities 
to find some assistance with paying participation fees. 62.6% were unaware but these 
types of programs are geared towards income and usually apply to rec or house league 
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level opportunities. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Your PARTICIPATION 
 
10. What hockey association in the City of Hamilton are you affiliated with? 

 

 

What hockey association are you affiliated with in the City of Hamilton? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Ancaster Minor Hockey Association 7.4% 189 

Ancaster Girls hockey Association 4.2% 106 

Beverly Minor Hockey Association 2.8% 72 

Chedoke Minor Hockey Association 3.3% 83 

Coronation Minor Hockey Association 2.8% 71 

Dundas Minor Hockey Association 5.7% 144 

Flamborough Minor Hockey Association 10.8% 275 

Flamborough Girls Hockey Association 2.8% 71 

Glanbrook Minor Hockey Association 4.7% 119 

Hamilton Huskies Hockey Club 19.5% 496 

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs Hockey Club 3.6% 92 

Hamilton Girls Hockey Association 2.5% 63 

Hamilton Minor Hockey Council 0.4% 9 

Hamilton Minor Hockey Initiation Program 3.4% 87 

Lawfield Minor Hockey Association 4.4% 111 

Mt. Hamilton Minor Hockey Association 2.5% 64 

Rosedale Minor Hockey Association 5.0% 128 

Stoney Creek Minor Hockey Association 8.9% 227 

Stoney Creek Girls Hockey Association 5.3% 136 

answered question 2543 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The next two questions were directed to Boys Minor Hockey as the questions and 
concerns around boundaries and restrictions to play anywhere in the City of 
Hamilton are issues for many.  

 
11. In the City of Hamilton, Recreational or House League hockey has open 

boundaries and the option to play for any city hockey association. Do you believe 
that the same structure should exist in Representative Hockey (AAA, AA, A, AE, 
etc.)? 

 

In the City of Hamilton, Recreational or House League hockey has open boundaries and the option to play for any city 
hockey association. Do you believe that the same structure should exist in Representative Hockey (AAA, AA, A, AE, 
etc.)? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response Count 

Yes 59.5% 1275 

No 14.8% 318 

Unsure 14.9% 320 

   

answered question 2143 

  

 
 
 

12.  Do you feel you should have a 'Freedom of Choice' and the unconstrained 
autonomy to choose the minor hockey association in the City of Hamilton that best 
meets your needs (i.e. development, cost, travel, times or location...) regardless of 
the level of hockey (i.e. Recreational Hockey / House league or Representative 
Hockey / Travel)? 
 

Do you feel you should have a 'Freedom of Choice' and the unconstrained autonomy 
to choose the minor hockey association in the City of Hamilton that best meets your 
needs (i.e. development, cost, travel, times or location...) regardless of the level of 
hockey (i.e. Recreational Hockey / House league or Representative Hockey / Travel)? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 78.4% 1685 

No 12.8% 276 

   

answered question 2149 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 BARRIERS to participation 
 
13.  Do you think the current restrictions / structure of hockey in the City of Hamilton is 

preventing participants from finding the level of hockey that he/she is best suited to 
play? 

 

Do you think the current restrictions / structure of hockey in the City of Hamilton is 
preventing participants from finding the level of hockey that he/she is best suited to 
play? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 65.2% 1611 

No 34.8% 859 

answered question 2470 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
14.  Which of the following potential solutions could enable a better experience 

participating in hockey within the City of Hamilton? 

 

 

Which of the following potential solutions could enable a better experience 
participating in hockey within the City of Hamilton? 

Answer Options 
Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Make more opportunities to access programming 
outside of your immediate community 

46.0% 1135 

Lower costs to participate in hockey 53.1% 1311 

Less travel to play  22.6% 557 

Create opportunities to access hockey programs that 
meet your economic situations 

27.2% 671 

   

answered question 2470 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Summary of comments from questions 8, 11, 12, 14. 
 

Question 8:    

What are your thoughts associated with the costs of participating in hockey in the 
City of Hamilton? 

Total comments 1013 % of Response 

High Cost of Ice Rental 51% 

High Registration Fees 27% 

High cost of Equipment  3% 

Higher Tournament Fees and Expenses 4% 

Transport Costs for games and practices 6% 

Extra Charges for things like clothing/coaching/events 8% 

The need for better or more Facilities 1% 

Miscellaneous 8% 

    

Question 11:   

In the City of Hamilton, Recreational or House League hockey 
has open boundaries and the option to play for any city hockey 
association. Do you believe that the same structure should 
exist in Representative Hockey (AAA, AA, A, AE, etc.)? 

  

Total comments 230   

Open the Boundaries to all residents of Hamilton 66% 

Only Travel Teams 3% 

Only if you are cut from home centre 3% 

No Leave it the way it is - No need for change 10% 

Miscellaneous 24% 
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Question 12:   

Do you feel you should have a 'Freedom of Choice' and the 
unconstrained autonomy to choose the minor hockey 
association in the City of Hamilton that best meets your needs 
(i.e. development, cost, travel, times or location...) regardless of 
the level of hockey (i.e. Recreational Hockey / House league or 
Representative Hockey / Travel)?   

    

Total comment 188   

Open all boundaries  51% 

Open boundaries for Rep only 2% 

Open boundaries for Rec/HL only 4% 

Leave the boundaries alone- keep them as they are 14% 

Amalgamate all the Associations into one big entity 36% 

Miscellaneous 1% 

  
 

   

Question 14:   

Which of the following potential solutions could enable a better 
experience participating in hockey within the City of Hamilton?   

    

Total Comment  467   

Better solutions to the boundary issues 22% 

Structure of hockey in Hamilton is the issue 44% 

Higher Ice Costs are causing people to quit 5% 

Cost of Extras that are charged at all levels 2% 

The Registration costs are too high 7% 

Merge all the House/Rec Leagues 1% 

Merge all hockey into one big Association 2% 

Equipment costs are not affordable 2% 

Facility development is critical. 6% 

Miscellaneous 35% 

 
 
 

 


